
New Light News August 2026
5915 Beacon Street, Pittsburgh PA 15217  •  412-421-1017  •  info@newlightcongregation.org

The Flashlight
I have often wondered how George Washington came to write the words that the United States 
is a nation “which gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance” in the famous 
letter to the Jews of Newport, Rhode Island In 1790.  After all, the Jewish population of 
America was miniscule at the time.  Was Washington just an altruist, influenced by a philo-
semitic brand of Christianity in the Colonies, or was he responding to some benefit the Jews had 
provided the young country?
In my visit to Philadelphia on the fourth of July, I discovered an amazing story at the Weitzman National 
Museum of American Jewish History that may have influenced Washington’s letter.  An exhibit called The First 
Salute, tells the untold true story sparked by two key moments on the high seas that helped tip the scales of 
the American Revolution. Set against the backdrop of the tiny Caribbean island of St. Eustatius, this riveting 
tale explores how religious liberty, Jewish trade merchants (with Philadelphia connections), and a debt-ridden 
British admiral converged at a pivotal time in world history, and impacted the trajectory of the American 
Revolution.
On November 16, 1776, the first international recognition of the United States took place when the Dutch 
governor of St. Eustatius – an island with a significant population of Jewish families – returned a cannon fire 
salute to an American Navy ship entering the island’s harbor flying the Grand Union Flag and carrying the 
Declaration of Independence. This “First Salute” is an often-forgotten moment in American history, but is 
celebrated annually on November 16 with pride on St. Eustatius.
In 1780, as the fight for independence intensified, the small Dutch island of St. Eustatius in the Caribbean 
became a vital hub for the flow of weapons and supplies provided by Eustation Jews to American 
revolutionaries in the north. Outraged by this support, the British dispatched Admiral George Rodney to seize 
the island and dismantle its role in sustaining the rebellion.
Rodney unleashed a campaign of plunder, singling out the island’s Jewish community for humiliation, 
dispossession, and exile. Yet Rodney’s fixation on punishment and profit proved consequential beyond the 
island. Distracted by the spoils of conquest, he failed to intercept a critical French fleet enroute to support 
George Washington. That missed opportunity enabled the decisive blockade at Yorktown, ultimately shifting the 
course of the war.
The Jews of St. Eustatius abandoned their tiny home, half the size of Manhattan, and their part in the Revolution 
disappeared from history.  The exhibit in Philadelphia recognizes the contribution the Jews made at a crucial 
time during the war for independence.  Did the memory of this event provide the background for Washington 
granting favor towards the Jews in the new country where he now served as President?
Did he write the words with the island of St. Eustatius in mind: “May the children of the stock of Abraham who 
dwell in this land continue to merit and enjoy the good will of the other inhabitants—while ever one shall sit in 
safety under his own vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid.”  
As we celebrate America at 250 years, we must not forget the brave Jews of St. Eustatius in helping to further 
the cause of freedom to the greatest democracy on earth.  
Thank you to the Weitzman National Museum of American Jewish History for the information on the island of 
Eustatius from their press release on their website:  https://theweitzman.org/for-press-the-first-salute/ The 
exhibit will close April 2027.   
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President’s Report August 2026
It’s been a strange July. Weather-wise, the month started very hot and sunny and then: ashy, 
cloudy, rainy and cold. Traffic has been unbearable in Squirrel Hill due to the closing of the 
Parkway Bridge over Commercial Street. By the time you read this, the traffic will be a distant 
memory as the Bridge opened one week early. I hope you were able to watch the DOT webcam 
of the bridge. It was super cool watching the bridge move into place! 
In June, we appointed three members to serve on a special Memorialization Committee to design 
the “Congregational Plaque” as part of the outside memorial. They held their first meeting in the 
middle of the month. At least three more meetings are in the works.
We have several social activities planned for August: 

Pirates Heritage Night – August 18th 
Experience a unique blend of sports, culture, and community as New Light Congregation joins 
the Bucs to celebrate the Pittsburgh Jewish Community on Tuesday, August 18th as the Pirates 
take on the Detroit Tigers. This special offer includes an exclusive Pirates Hebrew “Pittsburgh” 
Jersey like the players wear. Tickets also include an optional pregame kosher meal in the Pirates 
Cove prior to first pitch, which will be prepared by kosher caterer, Elegant Edge Catering 
Company. Pregame Kosher Meal Includes: a hamburger AND hot dog, with lettuce, tomato, 
onion and pickle, coleslaw, chips, and bottled water.
We can get discount tickets for a group of at least 15 people. So far we have commitments from 
eight.  Options are:

•	 Ticket, pregame Kosher Meal & Hebrew Jersey: Section 201-205: $53
•	 Ticket & Jersey: Lower Level: $36

If interested, please email Stephen Cohen (info@newlightcongregation.org) before August 3rd. 

Congregational Picnic
Set your calendar! The Congregational picnic will be on Sunday, August 23rd: at 5:00 PM.  Cost 
is $18 per person. Please RSVP to Barbara Caplan at 412-521-42332 or Sharyn Stein at 412-521-
5231 by August 18th. 

High Holy Days Mailing 
Lastly, you should receive your High Holy Days mailing in the next few days. The Holy 
Days are early this year: Rosh Hashanah begins Friday, September 11th.  We will be observing 
the holidays in Helfant Chapel and Zoom. It is very important that you return the requested 
information by August 21st so that we can be ready for both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Barbara & Stephen 
Co-presidents
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August Board Meeting
The next board meeting is Sunday, August 9th at 10:30 AM in Helfant Chapel and on Zoom.

Reminders
	● To purchase Memorial Plaques, Simcha Tree Leaves or Stones contact Barbara Caplan.
	● To purchase bricks for our “Garden of Freedom” contact Barbara Caplan.
	● To purchase Giant Eagle gift cards contact Karen Coburn.
	● For information on our cemetery contact Stephen Cohen.

 
NEW LIGHT CONGREGATION  
5915 Beacon Street  
412-421-1017  
www.newlightcongregation.org
Rabbi 				    Jonathan Perlman	 rabbi@newlightcongregation.org	
Co-President/Social VP/Yahrzeits 		 Barbara Caplan	 barbaracaplan@comcast.net
Co-President/Cemetery/Website		 Stephen Cohen	 info@newlightcongregation.org
Membership			   Debbi Salvin	 dgsalvin@pobox.com
Financial Chair			   Carl Solomon
Sisterhood				   Sharyn Stein	
Treasurer/Men’s Club			  Harold Caplan	 haroldcaplan@comcast.net	
Religious Committee	 	 	 Carol Black, Eric Cohen, Bruce Hyde
Secretary/Calendar			   Janet Cohen	 janet@newlightcongregation.org

		
August Birthdays

Jamie Frame
Jason Manne

August Anniversaries
Barbara & Harold Caplan 
Janet & Stephen Cohen 
Carol & Larry Kanterman 
Debi & Don Salvin
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The Pittsburgh Synagogue Shooting trial, held in 2023, found the
perpetrator guilty of all 63 federal charges. The appeals for the case are
now pending before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, with

briefing nearing completion.

 As the legal process moves forward, important questions remain: What
arguments are being presented to the Court? What can we expect from

this process? What are the possible outcomes, and what might they mean
for our community?

Join Professor David Harris (University of Pittsburgh School of Law) and
Judge Jill Beck (Pennsylvania Superior Court Judge) for a thoughtful and

accessible discussion of where the case stands today, what we know
from the public court filings, and what may lie ahead.

This discussion will be tailored to the general public; you don’t need to
have any prior understanding of the legal system to learn with us.

This program is purely educational and will focus on higher-level
understanding of the process rather than dissection of the specific case.
All information that will be discussed is already accessible to the public.

This presentation will be accessible both in-person and virtually.

Understanding the Legal Appeals Process
of the Pittsburgh Synagogue Shooting

Presentation and Q+A
August 4th, 6:00 pm—8:00 pm

Jewish Community Center, Squirrel Hill

Registration Required
1027healingpartnership.org/event/workshoplegalappeals/
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Join your neighbors and fellow community members for an important 
conversation about the future of the Tree of Life site.
Hear directly from the teams leading the planning and development of 
the site, including those working on:

The memorial honoring the eleven lives lost
The building redevelopment and construction plans
The museum that will be within the building
Jewish life, education, and other community programming

Presenters will share updates on the work, the vision taking shape, 
and what’s ahead for this historic and meaningful space.

This town hall is an opportunity for all of us to:

Learn about the progress being made
Ask questions of the project leaders
Share your thoughts and perspectives
Help envision the ways all of our community can engage in this 
important community landmark

We hope you’ll join us as we continue this journey together.

RSVP requested. Please use
link below or QR code.

Town Hall: Tree of LifeTown Hall: Tree of Life

August 19 , 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.th

Levinson Hall, Jewish Community Center
5738 Forbes Ave Pittsburgh PA 15217 

What can we expect at the corner of Wilkins Ave?

jccpgh.formstack.com/forms/townhalltol
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