Matot-Masel, Torah, July 11, 2026

Numbers 30:2-31:54

(2) Moses spoke to the heads of the
Israelite tribes, saying: This is what
GOD has commanded: (3) If
anyone makes a vow to GOD or
takes an oath imposing an
obligation on themselves, they shall
not break their pledge; they must
carry out all that has crossed their
lips. (4) If a woman makes a vow to
GOD or assumes an obligation
while still in her father’s household
by reason of her youth, (5) and her
father learns of her vow or her
self-imposed obligation and offers
no objection, all her vows shall
stand and every self-imposed
obligation shall stand. (6) But if her
father restrains her on the day he
finds out, none of her vows or
self-imposed obligations shall
stand; and GOD will forgive her,
since her father restrained her. (7) If
she should become someone’s
[wife] while her vow or the
commitment to which she bound
herself is still in force, (8) and her
husband learns of it and offers no
objection on the day he finds out,
her vows shall stand and her
self-imposed obligations shall

TI:R"D-r2:5 9272

nivng SWRITR AYh 211 (2)
YR V373 7L RR? 2RI 537
T2 73 P UK (3) T M
DOX PX? YW YIEITTIR
RY*7~222 1927 2 XY W00y
77377072 AWK (7) ARy an
DI 732 PN 0K M2
AITITNN AR VAT (77) (iR
AYDIT2Y TI0K TN AI9K)
73722 ) AR AR U
AYDITOY MIORTIWY IRRTID)
0172 ANK AR R°I770X) () [0
TIRRTIYN T0K) 773772 Ty
A9N29) M) 0R) X7 Ayeaoy
170K (1) :ARR 2728 X772
Rp2n I8 7799 20770 WOR? 17N
(1) AYDI™2Y MIOR WX PNOY
2 W0 WRY 92 AYR v
TIONTIWY 770K) 7773 Mp)
vhY 01’2 ok7 (v) np> AYDITHY
ANTITNN 97 ARIR XOP AR
WX HRW RpIw hRY Y WK
() S0 TP AYRITOY 0N
TIORTIWR 99 AN NI TN


https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.30.2-31.54
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.30.2-31.54

stand. (9) But if her husband
restrains her on the day that he
learns of it, he thereby annuls her
vow that was in force or the
commitment to which she bound
herself; and GOD will forgive
her— (10) The vow of a widow or
of a divorced woman, however,
whatever she has imposed on
herself, shall be binding upon her.—
(11) So, too, if, while in her
husband’s household, she makes a
vOow or imposes an obligation on
herself by oath, (12) and her
husband learns of it, yet offers no
objection—thus failing to restrain
her—all her vows shall stand and
all her self-imposed obligations
shall stand. (13) But if her husband
does annul them on the day he finds
out, then nothing that has crossed
her lips shall stand, whether vows
or self-imposed obligations. Her
husband has annulled them, and
GOD will forgive her. (14) Every
vow and every sworn obligation of
self-denial may be upheld by her
husband or annulled by her
husband. (15) If her husband offers
no objection from that day to the
next, he has upheld all the vows or
obligations she has assumed: he has
upheld them by offering no
objection on the day he found out.
(16) But if he annuls them after [the
day] he finds out, he shall bear her
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guilt. (17) Those are the laws that
GOD enjoined upon Moses between
a husband and his wife, and as
between a father and his daughter
while in her father’s household by
reason of her youth. (1) GOD spoke
to Moses, saying, (2) “Avenge the
Israelite people on the Midianites;
then you shall be gathered to your
kin.” (3) Moses spoke to the people,
saying, “Let troops be picked out
from among you for a campaign,
and let them fall upon Midian to
wreak GOD’s vengeance on
Midian. (4) You shall dispatch on
the campaign a thousand from every
one of the tribes of Israel.” (5) So a
thousand from each tribe were
furnished from the divisions of
Israel, twelve thousand picked for
the campaign. (6) Moses dispatched
them on the campaign, a thousand
from each tribe, with Phinehas son
of Eleazar serving as a priest on the
campaign, equipped with the sacred
utensils and the trumpets for
sounding the blasts. (7) They took
the field against Midian, as GOD
had commanded Moses, and slew
every male. (8) Along with their
other victims, they slew the kings of
Midian: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and
Reba, the five kings of Midian.
They also put Balaam son of Beor
to the sword. (9) The Israelites took
the women and other
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noncombatants of the Midianites
captive, and seized as booty all their
beasts, all their herds, and all their
wealth. (10) And they destroyed by
fire all the towns in which they
were settled, and their
encampments. (11) They gathered
all the spoil and all the booty,
human and animal, (12) and they
brought the captives, the booty, and
the spoil to Moses, Eleazar the
priest, and the whole Israelite
community, at the camp 1n the
steppes of Moab, at the Jordan near
Jericho. (13) Moses, Eleazar the
priest, and all the chieftains of the
community came out to meet them
outside the camp. (14) Moses
became angry with the commanders
of the army, the officers of
thousands and the officers of
hundreds, who had come back from
the military campaign. (15) Moses
said to them, “You have spared
every female! (16) Yet they are the
very ones who, at the bidding of
Balaam, induced the Israelites to
trespass against GOD in the matter
of Peor, so that GOD’s community
was struck by the plague. (17) Now,
therefore, slay every male among
the noncombatants, and slay also
every woman who has known a
man carnally; (18) but spare every
female noncombatant who has not
had carnal relations with a man.
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(19) “You shall then stay outside the
camp seven days; every one among
you or among your captives who
has slain a person or touched a
corpse shall cleanse himself on the
third and seventh days. (20) You
shall also cleanse every cloth, every
article of skin, everything made of
goats’ hair, and every object of
wood.” (21) Eleazar the priest said
to the troops who had taken part in
the fighting, “This is the ritual law
that GOD has enjoined upon Moses:
(22) Gold and silver, copper, iron,
tin, and lead— (23) any article that
can withstand fire—these you shall
pass through fire and they shall be
pure, except that they must be
cleansed with water of lustration;
and anything that cannot withstand
fire you must pass through water.
(24) On the seventh day you shall
wash your clothes and be pure, and
after that you may enter the camp.”
(25) GOD said to Moses: (26) “You
and Eleazar the priest and the
family heads of the community take
an inventory of the booty that was
captured, human and animal, (27)
and divide the booty equally
between the combatants who
engaged in the campaign and the
rest of the community. (28) You
shall exact a levy for GOD: in the
case of the warriors who engaged in
the campaign, one item 1n five
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hundred, of persons, oxen, donkeys,
and sheep, (29) shall be taken from
their half-share and given to Eleazar
the priest as a contribution to GOD;
(30) and from the half-share of the
other Israelites you shall withhold
one in every fifty human beings as
well as cattle, donkeys, and
sheep—all the animals—and give
them to the Levites, who attend to
the duties of GOD’s Tabernacle.”
(31) Moses and Eleazar the priest
did as GOD commanded Moses.
(32) The amount of booty, other
than the spoil that the troops had
plundered, came to 675,000 sheep,
(33) 72,000 head of cattle, (34)
61,000 donkeys, (35) and a total of
32,000 human beings, namely, the
females who had not had carnal
relations. (36) Thus, the half-share
of those who had engaged in the
campaign [was as follows]: The
number of sheep was 337,500, (37)
and GOD’s levy from the sheep was
675; (38) the cattle came to 36,000,
from which GOD’s levy was 72;
(39) the donkeys came to 30,500,
from which GOD’s levy was 61.
(40) And the number of human
beings was 16,000, from which
GOD’s levy was 32. (41) Moses
gave the contributions levied for
GOD to Eleazar the priest, as GOD
had commanded Moses. (42) As for
the half-share of the other Israelites,
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which Moses withdrew from those
who had taken the field, (43) that
half-share of the community
consisted of 337,500 sheep, (44)
36,000 head of cattle, (45) 30,500
donkeys, (46) and 16,000 human
beings. (47) From this half-share of
the Israelites, Moses withheld one
in every fifty humans and animals;
and he gave them to the Levites,
who attended to the duties of
GOD’s Tabernacle, as GOD had
commanded Moses. (48) The
commanders of the troop divisions,
the officers of thousands and the
officers of hundreds, approached
Moses. (49) They said to Moses,
“Your servants have made a check
of the warriors in our charge, and
not one of us is missing. (50) So we
have brought as an offering to GOD
such articles of gold as each of us
came upon: armlets, bracelets,
signet rings, earrings, and pendants,
that expiation may be made for our
persons before GOD.” (51) Moses
and Eleazar the priest accepted the
gold from them, all kinds of
wrought articles. (52) All the gold
that was offered by the officers of
thousands and the officers of
hundreds as a contribution to GOD
came to 16,750 shekels.— (53) But
in the ranks, everyone kept his
booty for himself.— (54) So Moses
and Eleazar the priest accepted the



gold from the officers of thousands
and the officers of hundreds and
brought it to the Tent of Meeting, as
a reminder 1n behalf of the Israelites
before GOD.



