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Where is the July Flashlight?
Rabbi Perlman is on vacation - the Flashlight will return in August.

Presidents’ Report July 2026 
 
Annual Meeting
At the Annual Meeting on June 7th, the following officers and Board Members were elected:
  Officers and Board Members:  

•	 Co-presidents:  Barbara Caplan & Stephen Cohen 
•	 Social Chair: Barbara Caplan 
•	 Financial Chair: Carl Solomon 
•	 Corresponding and Recording Secretary:  Janet Cohen 
•	 Membership Chair: Debi Salvin 
•	 Treasurer: Harold Caplan 
•	 Board members: Carol Black, Karen Coburn, Bruce Hyde, Shari Kubitz, Deborah Rosen, Karen 

Shapiro, Aryeh Sherman, Sharyn Stein, Arthur Weinrach, Barry Werber. 
  Dues - Current dues of $500 per person are unchanged ($1,000 per couple) 
 
Help Fund Our Deficit
For the past several years we have run a yearly deficit of $85,000. We are trying this year to close that 
budget deficit so that we do not have to dip into our Federation account. Three members are donating 
$61,000 towards that goal. In addition to your membership dues, we would appreciate additional 
donations to help close that gap now.
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Three-Congregation Fund 
In early June, the 10.27 Healing Partnership (10.27 HP) held two presentations on the current status of the 
Outside Memorial. Material and pictures were shared at the Annual meeting. The design is basically unchanged 
from its initial release in 2022:

        

At its meeting on the 7th, the Board considered the request from TOLi and the 10.27 HP to release the funds held 
by the Federation in the Three Congregation Memorial Fund. Established by the Jewish Federation of Pittsburgh 
following the shooting, the Independent Committee set up this fund for the development of a “fitting memorial 
to the victims… us(ing) strong processes to secure input from the families of the eleven worshipers who were 
killed and other relevant constituencies”.  The current value is $277,000.  In addition the Independent Committee 
authorized separate funding for the building. 
Following the Independent Committees’ recommendation, the Board directed that the monies be directly spent 
on the “Outside” Memorial.  Michael Bernstein, writing for TOLi, explained that this is “unfeasible,” and that 
they “cannot retain separate restricted accounts for construction related funds.”
The Board met a second time in a special session in late June to consider Mr. Bernstein’s response. Though the 
Board is disappointed that the terms of the Independent Committee’s bequest cannot be honored, the Board, by a 
large majority, voted to authorize release. We fully expect the final Outside Memorial to be a beautiful and fitting 
area honoring and memorializing the eleven lives lost. We look forward to its opening in 2028.

July Board Meeting
The next board meeting is Monday, July 6, 7:00 PM - and is ZOOM ONLY.  Use the same zoom 
connection as for Shabbat.

July Birthdays
Ethel Kubitz

Jacob Notovitz
Michelle Reisz

Aryeh Sherman
Gerry Tessler



Reminders
	● To purchase Memorial Plaques, Simcha Tree Leaves or Stones contact Barbara Caplan.
	● To purchase bricks for our “Garden of Freedom” contact Barbara Caplan.
	● To purchase Giant Eagle gift cards contact Karen Coburn.
	● For information on our cemetery contact Stephen Cohen.

 
NEW LIGHT CONGREGATION  
5915 Beacon Street  
412-421-1017  
www.newlightcongregation.org
Rabbi 				    Jonathan Perlman	 rabbi@newlightcongregation.org	
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Membership			   Debbi Salvin	 dgsalvin@pobox.com
Financial Chair			   Carl Solomon
Sisterhood				   Sharyn Stein	
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