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The Flashlight

The Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) bureau has upped its raids on
immigrant communities and the time has come for a Jewish response. Here is my
take from “the Flashlight:” An estimated 100 rabbis and Jewish leaders were on the
ground for “ICE Out” events across Minneapolis-St. Paul Friday, January 23", after
local clergy issued a broader call for a show of strength to combat the region’s intensified

ICE activity over the past few weeks. Many local Jewish institutions, including the federation,
the JCC, Jewish day schools and Jewish social services groups, have condemned ICE’s presence.

An interfaith group headed to the airport to protest the presence of ICE in the city. Rabbi Daniel
Kirzane of the Reform KAM Isaiah Israel in Chicago, said he had come to the protest because
“the Torah teaches us that society and government are meant to protect people, not to scare them
and not to brutalize them.”

After the shooting deaths of protestors Renee Good and Alex Pretti, one wonders whether or not
we are already living in a police state. ICE is nothing more than the Gestapo on U.S. soil. They
are rooting out immigrants, legal and illegal, and shutting down our right to free speech through
protest.

“What did we learn from the Holocaust? We have to act and we have to resist,” one visiting
rabbi, Diane Tracht of Reform-affiliated Temple Israel near Gary, Indiana, told Religion News
Service while patrolling a heavily Hispanic and Somali region looking for ICE activity. “If I'm
not going to act and resist now, then I shouldn’t call myself a rabbi and I can’t be a proud Jew.”
“It’s all rooted in the biblical commandment that we were slaves in Egypt, and we’re to love the

stranger,” Pesner told TC Jewfolk, a local Jewish news site. “The biblical text repeats that 36
different times in 36 different ways, and it really calls our clergy to action.”

The airport protest was just one of several anti-ICE events that local and national clergy staged
in the Twin Cities area Friday, amid frigid temperatures that saw wind chill as low as 40 below
zero. Temple Israel, a prominent Reform congregation in Minneapolis, also hosted an interfaith

prayer service.
“Each and every one of our traditions believes in the dignity of every human being,” Temple
Israel Senior Rabbi Marcia Zimmerman told the gathered crowd Friday morning, to applause.

After extolling the virtues of the region’s diversity, Zimmerman added, “When I began this work,
and I was ordained in 1988, I said these words. But it wasn’t against the reality that we have
today. Now we have to walk these words. We have to live these words. And it is, in my mind, the
moment that history will define us. And guess what, history is on our side!”

Another local Jewish leader took a different protest tactic, urging a day of fasting on Friday.

“In Jewish tradition, when a community faces crisis, violence, injustice or moral collapse,
we do not look away. The Talmud describes an ancient custom of instituting communal fast
days,” Rabbi Tamar Magill-Grimm, senior rabbi at the Conservative Beth Jacob Congregation




in Mendota Heights, said during an interfaith press conference earlier in the week. “Fasting is not
about self-affliction. It is about clarity. It is about refusing to numb ourselves to suffering.”

The spread of ICE terror across the nation should rouse us to act and protest. We Jews are the
ultimate displaced migrants and know the difficulty of moving from one land to another. We
have also seen how the Jewish people have enriched their host countries with their presence. To
go to war against immigrants and their supporters is nothing short of fascism. We have been part
of the round-up before and it is time to say: “enough!” When children are detained because ICE
agents are pursuing illegal immigrant parents we know we are living in a civilization that has
gone too far. They do not recognize the trauma that will come of heinous acts that are not only
anti-Jewish but also anti-American.

Rabbi

February Board Meeting
The next board meeting is Sunday, February 1%, 10:30 AM, in Helfant Chapel and on Zoom.

Dr. Bruce Hyde Celebrates Bar Mitzvah Anniverary

Join us on February 7", when Bruce celebrates the 60th anniverary of his Bar Mitzvah portion.
Bruce will chant Haftarah; kiddush luncheon to follow.

Purim Celebration

We will celebrate Purim on Tuesday, March 37, at 5:00 PM in Eisner Commons. The evening
will include a reading of the Megillah, dinner and a Purim spiel. Wear your favorite Purim
regalia. RSVP to Barbara by (barbaracaplan@comcast.net or 412-421-1017) by February 24.

Reminders
e To purchase Memorial Plaques, Simcha Tree Leaves or Stones contact Barbara Caplan.
e  To purchase bricks for our “Garden of Freedom” contact Barbara Caplan.
e  To purchase Giant Eagle gift cards contact Karen Coburn.
e  For information on our cemetery contact Stephen Cohen.
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Co-Presidents’ Report

The New Light Strategic Planning Committee met the end of December to continue discussions
on the fate of the Congregation. We have two issues: membership and money (so what else is
new??). The meeting focused on the money issues.
Our main asset is our Federation account created when we sold the building in 2017. We are
required to provide Beth Shalom six months’ notice of our intent to close. Required closing costs include
six months operating costs, Rabbi’s Severance pay, moving Memorial Boards to Cemetery Chapel,
miscellaneous closing costs, etc.

» The Committee agreed that a substantial amount of assets should be transferred to the

cemetery to ensure its continued existence ($100,000 at least).

The Committee agreed that the conditions to close are:
*  We do not have the financial assets to continue ($300,000 in Federation Account).

*  We can no longer make a minyan on Shabbat on a regular basis.

Based on these criteria, our assets will support us for at least 4-5 years.

Following the meeting, one member of the Committee — who no longer lives in Pittsburgh —
made a pledge to help address the Congregation’s long-term financial situation:

“We are prepared to commit to a $25,000 immediate cash gift, contingent on
finding 4 other members willing to do likewise. If someone wants to donate
$10,000 for each of 3 years that would be splendid.”

Other ideas discussed at the meeting included approaching members about designating New
Light in the legacy plans (Life/Legacy program). A letter to Congregation members will be sent
over the next few weeks.

The second condition addresses our Shabbat minyan. Every week services start with only three
of four people. Around 10:10 I get nervous and ask if a Beth Shalom person can join to help. Yet
by 10:30, the start of the Shacharit Amidah we are at least nine (plus Beth Shalom drop-in); and
by the start of the Torah service we are an actual minyan (and I thank the Beth Shalom friend as
they leave for their upstairs service)! I believe in Karma — or miracles (I know, not Jewish). We
have never missed a minyan in five years! But to continue we need you to commit to coming

to Shabbat services, please. Maybe come once a month. We would love to see you. Help us
continue into the future.

Barbara & Stephen

February Birthdays
Janet Cohen
Gretchen Frame
Bruce Hyde
Carol Kanterman
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