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The Flashlight

Santa Claus has Peyas
If you are a traveler, then I would advise you to avoid J. F. Kennedy Airport in 
New York.  It is a most unfriendly place.   There always seems to be a crush of people there 
and everything is a line.   A line to check in.  A line to drop your bags.  A line at the Dunkin 
Donuts.  A line even at the water fountain.  I am not kidding.  The people who work there are 
gruff and won’t stop to give you proper directions or tell you how to enter the system of ropes 
and stanchions that brings some kind of order to the security check.  When they wave you to the 
security gate, they don’t tell you what you must part with when you are loading up one of their 
security bins –Watch? Shoes? Cell phone? Ski jacket? – it is anybody’s guess.   When I finally 
got through the security check and they patted me down for the Chapstick wedged deep in my 
pocket, I was holding up my pants because they demanded that I take my belt off.  I retrieved 
my things and I was exhausted.   I went to get a bottle of water but there were 15 people on line 
getting breakfast.  It was 5:30 AM and I was at JFK to connect from the El Al flight that had 
brought me from Israel.   I had an 8 hour layover until I could catch the 1:30 PM American flight 
to Pittsburgh.  
To make matters worse, my big bag was overweight by about 20 pounds and I had to take out 
items and set them on the floor until the bag was at the proper weight.   “How am I going to 
carry these things?” I asked the attendant looking at the pile of sneakers, tallis bag, books and 
medicine kit lying on the floor.   She gave me a garbage bag and, holding two other bags, I 
trudged to my gate at the other end of the hall.   They don’t allow the upright airport push carts in 
the area of the terminal gates so I slung the heavy bag over my shoulder and finally arrived at my 
gate with 7 ½ hours to spare.  The speaker above my head kept reminded me not to “leave my 
bags unattended” so I was more or less chained to my seat.  I did get up to use the men’s room 
and brought the garbage bag with me and my two smaller bags.    I passed the time reading my 
book and magazines and I was getting hungry.  There were 20 people in the Dunkin Donuts line.  
There were 25 people in the “Good morning New York’ breakfast line.  It wasn’t worth it.
The flight before the Pittsburgh flight was going to Cleveland and soon Cleveland passengers 
began to take their seats in the waiting area.   A Hassidic family sat next to me.  The father 
appeared with his big beard and peyas dangling from his head.  He was garbed in a big black 
overcoat with a black Indian Kashmiri cap.  He said “Am Yisroel Chai” to me and asked me if I 
spoke Hebrew. He reached into a plastic bag. “Want a sandwich?”  he said with a smile.  “Sure,” 
I said.  He must have been reading my mind.   He stood up.  “Do you want something to drink?”  
I could not believe his generosity.  “OK,” I said, “Orange Juice?”  “Orange Juice it is!” he said 
raising his fist in the air and he took off to one of the long lines for OJ.  
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I sank my teeth into the egg salad sandwich (offering a prayer for mezonot) he gave me and 
thanked the Lord above for such tzadikim in this world.  Soon all my negativity about Kennedy 
airport melted away as I thought about the fortitude of meeting one of my own (a Jew!) who 
through his kindness alerted me to the positive parts of this world.  No wonder Christians 
imagine kindly Kris Kringle each winter when the skies grow dark and negativity confronts us at 
every turn.   I found my own Santa Claus and he has peyas!
Happy New Year!
Rabbi P.
PS.  If you want to hear other tales from trip to Israel, please come to shul and I will share them 
with you.  It was a wonderful trip!  Is it time for a congregational trip?

New Light Gathers for Annual  
Hanukkah Celebration

On Sunday, December 21st, the last night of Hanukkah, 
over thirty members and their families joined together 
to celebrate Hanukkah. Everyone enjoyed a festive 
meal, candle lighting, and singing, led by Cantor 
Henry Shapiro.  In a surprise, Rabbi Perlman also 
joined us, driving straight from the airport upon 
returning from his trip to Israel to visit his daughter.

January Board Meeting
The meeting is Sunday, January 4, 10:30 AM, in Helfant Chapel and Zoom.

Men’s Club / Sisterhood - Save the Date
Please save January 27th as a potential date for a lunch for everyone.  It will be a chance to get 
together and enjoy each other’s company while we are in the throes of winter!
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Co-Presidents’ Report

Last month, fifteen Jews celebrating Hanukah on Bondi Beach outside Sydney, Australia, were 
murdered by a father –son team of ISIS “loners.”  Many others were injured. A 43-year-old 
Syrian-born fruit shop owner tackled the son, saving many lives. The father was killed by the 
police. To quote the Times of Israel: “This massacre was the worst antisemitic attack against 
Diaspora Jews in decades.”
There are significant differences between this event and what happened to our congregation 
seven years ago. Then, a U.S.citizen, a loner, radicalized by incessant media attention to the 
supposed Jewish management of illegal immigration, decided to murder Jews - as if his action 
would have any influence of the caravans of people going north.
What happened in Australia, instead, is part of a larger world-wide war against Jews everywhere 
led and funded by Arab States. It was an organized and planned act of murder - striking a blow 
against “Zionists.”
To understand this international war against Jews, and what we, as a Congregation must do, it 
helps to understand how this War began - from the ISIS/Hamas perspective. 
From the first efforts by the Rothschild’s in the 1880’s to settle Jews from Europe in what–is-
now Israel, the local Arab population has sought to stop this immigration. In spite of the fact 
that land was legally purchased, over the next fifty years periodic Arab riots erupted, designed to 
drive out the Jewish settlers. The worst, in August 1929, resulted in 133 Jewish deaths by Arabs. 
Multiple efforts by the British to establish a Jewish-Arab power-sharing arrangement failed due 
to Arab resistance. Finally, in 1939, led by the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem following the three-year 
Great Revolution of Palestine, they succeeded in changing British policy and stopped all Jewish 
immigration. Now, they only had to hope for a Nazi victory in the Middle East to finish the job – 
something the Grand Mufti worked hard to accomplish working in Berlin during World War II.
Following the creation of Israel by the United Nations, the local Arabs failed in their armed 
efforts to dislodge the Jewish settlements. They looked to their Arab neighbors for help. This, 
too, failed. Israel survived; Jordan claimed the West Bank; and Egypt claimed Gaza. No 
“Palestine-in-exile” government was established.
The Arab countries fought three Wars in support of their Palestinian brethren – and lost all 
three (Sinai, Six Day and Yom Kippur). By the late 1970’s the Arab countries began to accept 
militarily that driving the Jews from the land of Israel was not feasible – especially because of 
support from the United States and the West.
Palestinians responded by creating a new organization, the Palestine Liberation Organization. Its 
initial goal was to separate Israel and the West by directing acts of terrorism - hijacking of planes 
and boats and the killing of innocent people - against Western interests. It succeeded too well – 
as any trip to the airport will attest. But it failed in its goal.
In the 1980’s another organization arose – Hamas – also funded by the Arab States. Initially, 
it directed its military efforts toward Israel itself. Multiple uprisings and random killing of 
Israelis became daily occurrences, culminating in the October 7, 2023 massacre of 1,200 people. 
Ultimately, Israel responded by adopting a simple policy – since “they” want to drive us out – let 
us instead drive “them” out by building settlements throughout the West Bank (and Gaza).
Hamas and their Arab allies also adopted a second, more insidious long-term strategy to 
delegitimize Israel. Funded by Saudi Arabia and other oi-rich Emirates, they established “Arab 
Institutes” in colleges and universities throughout the West with the aim of making “Zionism” 
– the belief that Jews deserve to live on the land of Israel – a dirty word. They “Globalized the 
Infatada!” These scholars taught the young to see Palestinians as the victims; that they deserve 
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the land “From the River to the Sea.”
Though establishing a Palestinian State had never been the goal of the Mufti, the PLO or Hamas, 
cries of “Free State of Palestine Now” became commonplace. Unlike its military goals, this 
“educational” strategy has succeeded all too well. 
Our colleges and universities are now home to classes and organizations that deny the right of 
Israel to exist. Teach the tautology: all Jew are Zionists. Zionism is evil; therefore, all Jews are 
evil! Therefore, violence against Jews anywhere is acceptable.
October 7th was actually a three-prong strategy. Hamas attacked from the south; Hezbollah from 
the north; and demonstrations on college campuses throughout the world in support. In effect, the 
Arabs have globalized the conflict.
As members of a small Congregation, there is little each of us individually can do. Buy Israel 
bonds. As a Congregation, we have security guards at our shul to protect us when we meet. But 
we can show our support for Israel. Three years ago we, as a Congregation, began planning 
for a second trip to Israel. Our plans were cut short by October 7th. Now that a fragile peace is 
established, it is the time to restart our plans for a second trip. Let us show our support by going 
home to the land of our (very ancient) forefathers.
If you would like to join, please let us know as we begin to seek funding to underwrite the trip.
Sincerely,
Stephen & Barbara

January Birthdays
Larry Kanterman

Judi Pearlman 
Beth Perlman
Debbie Salvin
Carl Solomon

January Anniversaries
Michelle & Joel Reisz

Reminders
	● To purchase Memorial Plaques, Simcha Tree Leaves or Stones contact Barbara Caplan.
	● To purchase bricks for our “Garden of Freedom” contact Barbara Caplan.
	● To purchase Giant Eagle gift cards contact Karen Coburn.
	● For information on our cemetery contact Stephen Cohen.
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