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The Flashlight
Our family is going to Israel this Hanukkah!  As many of you know, my daughter Yael 
has made Aliyah with her husband of a year to Jerusalem. We expect to see a different 
Festival of Lights than the one that is celebrate in the States.  Here are some stand-
out features of the Israeli Hanukkah:
Outdoor Menorahs
In much of the world, individuals place their menorah in the window of their homes. In Israel, it 
is also common to place one’s menorah outdoors, in a special box meant to protect the candles 
from the wind.  The idea goes back to the time of the Mishnah when people were instructed to 
place the menorah opposite the mezuzah at the doorpost of the house.  Israelis construct boxes 
with oil, not wax candles outside the door.   This means that you don’t have to peer in peoples’ 
windows to see their Hanukkah lights  - they are seen right on the street.
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The Dreidel
The most concrete difference between Israeli and Diaspora holiday celebrations is found on 
the dreidel, the spinning top at the center of this classic holiday game. Outside of Israel, the 
four-sided top is marked with four Hebrew letters: nun, gimmel, hey, shin, which stand for the 
Hebrew phrase nes gadol haya sham (“a great miracle happened there”). In Israel, where the 
Hanukkah miracle took place, the final letter on the dreidel is pey instead of shin, for nes gadol 
haya po (“a great miracle happened here.”).
Sufganiyot
On Hanukkah, it’s customary to eat fried foods in commemoration of the holiday miracle, 
in which a jar of oil sufficient to burn for one day wound up burning for eight in the ancient 
Temple. In most of the world, latkes (potato pancakes) are the fried food of choice. But Israelis 
go for sufganiyot, or donuts. The classic version of the sufganiya donut is filled with jelly and 
topped with dusted sugar. But Israeli bakers have also trotted out an ever-increasing variety of 
donuts adorned with decadent toppings. 
Showtime
Hanukkah is showtime in Israel. Across the country, elaborate plays and musicals are staged, 
perhaps to help keep kids entertained while they’re off from school (yes, Hanukkah is vacation 
time in Israel). Among the best-known of these is the annual Festigal show, a musical production 
that pits major Israeli stars against one another in musical numbers.
Giant Menorahs
Giant Menorahs are seen everywhere especially at the Kotel where the Chief Rabbi lights the 
Menorah each night of Hanukah.    You don’t see a lot of electric menorahs in Israel.   The most 
popular menorahs are lit with oil and glow brighter and brighter each night.
 We will sure to be bring photos back of differences between Israeli and American Hanukkah 
celebrations!    Happy Hanukkah!
Rabbi P.
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December 2025 Presidents’ Report
November was a quiet month. On the evening of November 8th, the 18th of Cheshvan, New Light, 
Tree of Life and Dor Hadash came together to honor the memories of those lost on October 27, 
2018.  It has been seven years – yet it seems like yesterday. May the memories of Daniel Stein, 
Richard Gottfried and Melvin Wax ever be for a blessing.
At our Board meeting we welcomed a new member, Carol Stone, to the congregation. We have 
added three new members this fall.  The board also approved a new two-year contract with Rabbi 
Perlman. 
We added a new feature to our newlightcongregation.org website. You can now visually 
see a map of our cemetery and all of the individual plots. You can search by name to find 
the exact location of a loved one, as well as plots available for purchase.  Click https://
newlightcongregation.org/cemetery-maps-and-grave-look-up/ to test it out.
Several of our members have been ill recently, including Jerry Sapir, Ethel Kubitz and Ann and 
Jake Notovitz. Please keep them in your prayers.
December is a joyous month as we celebrate Hanukkah with a party on Sunday, December 21st 
at 5 PM in the Beth Shalom ballroom. Fee is $20. Please make your reservations by December 
15th with Barbara Caplan. Hanukah is a complicated holiday. It is not a religious festival, like 
Sukkot or Passover.  Is it like July 4th – a successful triumph of freedom over tyranny; or is it like 
January 16, 1979 in Iran, when religious zealots overthrew the “woke” elite for adopting foreign 
cultural ways; or is it the modern equivalent of the ancient Roman festival for Saturn involving 
gift giving and role-reversals. Whichever view you hold, let us come together to celebrate, light 
candles and sing songs.
Barbara and Stephen

December Board Meeting
The meeting is Sunday, December 7, 10:30 AM, in Helfant Chapel and Zoom.

Hanukkah Dinner and Party
Please join us on Sunday, December 21, 5:00 PM, in the ballrroom for our annual Hanukkah 
party.  Bring your menorah!
$20 per person.  Please RSVP to barbaracaplan@comcast.net or 412-519-7141.

December Birthdays
 Shari Kubitz 

Brenda Werber
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Reminders
	● To purchase Memorial Plaques, Simcha Tree Leaves or Stones contact Barbara Caplan.
	● To purchase bricks for our “Garden of Freedom” contact Barbara Caplan.
	● To purchase Giant Eagle gift cards contact Karen Coburn.
	● For information on our cemetery contact Stephen Cohen.

 
NEW LIGHT CONGREGATION  
5915 Beacon Street  
412-421-1017  
www.newlightcongregation.org

Rabbi 				    Jonathan Perlman	 rabbi@newlightcongregation.org	
Co-President/Social VP/Yahrzeits 		 Barbara Caplan	 barbaracaplan@comcast.net
Co-President/Cemetery/Website		 Stephen Cohen	 info@newlightcongregation.org
Membership			   Debbi Salvin	 dgsalvin@pobox.com
Sisterhood				   Sharyn Stein	
Treasurer/Men’s Club			  Harold Caplan	 haroldcaplan@comcast.net	
Religious Committee	 	 	 Carol Black, Eric Cohen, Bruce Hyde
Secretary/Calendar			   Janet Cohen	 janet@newlightcongregation.org
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