Vayakhel, Haftarah, March 22, 2025

Ezekiel 36:16-38

(16) The word of GOD came to me:
(17) O mortal, when the House of
Israel dwelt on their own soil, they
defiled it with their ways and their
deeds; their ways were in My sight
like the impurity of a menstruous
woman. (18) So I poured out My
wrath on them for the blood that
they shed upon their land, and for
the fetishes with which they defiled
it. (19) I scattered them among the
nations, and they were dispersed
through the countries: I punished
them in accordance with their ways
and their deeds. (20) But when they
came to those nations, they caused
My holy name to be profaned, in
that it was said of them, “These are
GOD’s people, yet they had to leave
their land.” (21) Therefore I am

concerned for My holy name,
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which the House of Israel have
caused to be profaned among the
nations to which they have come.
(22) Say to the House of Israel:
Thus said the Sovereign GOD: Not
for your sake will I act, O House of
Israel, but for My holy name,
which you have caused to be
profaned among the nations to
which you have come. (23) I will
sanctify My great name that has
been profaned among the nations
—among whom you have caused it
to be profaned. And the nations
shall know that I am GOD—
declares the Sovereign GOD—when
[ manifest My holiness before their
eyes through you. (24) I will take
you from among the nations and
gather you from all the countries,
and I will bring you back to your
own land. (25) I will sprinkle pure
water upon you, and you shall be
purified: I will purify you from all
your defilement and from all your

fetishes. (26) And I will give you a
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new heart and put a new spirit into
you: I will remove the heart of
stone from your body and give you
a heart of flesh; (27) and I will put
My spirit into you. Thus I will
cause you to follow My laws and
faithfully to observe My rules. (28)
Then you shall dwell in the land
that I gave to your ancestors, and
you shall be My people and I will
be your God. (29) And when I have
delivered you from all your
impurity, I will summon the grain
and make it abundant, and I will

not bring famine upon you. (30) I

will make the fruit of your trees and

the crops of your fields abundant,
so that you shall never again be
humiliated before the nations
because of famine. (31) Then you
shall recall your evil ways and your
base conduct, and you shall loathe
yourselves for your iniquities and
your abhorrent practices. (32) Not
for your sake will I act—declares

the Sovereign GOD—take good
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note! Be ashamed and humiliated
because of your ways, O House of
Israel! (33) Thus said the Sovereign
GOD: When I have purified you of
all your iniquities, I will people
your settlements, and the ruined
places shall be rebuilt; (34) and the
desolate land, after lying waste in
the sight of every passerby, shall
again be tilled. (35) And it shall be
said, “That land, once desolate, has
become like the garden of Eden;
and the cities, once ruined,
desolate, and ravaged, are now
populated and fortified.” (36) And
the nations that are left around you
shall know that I, GOD, have
rebuilt the ravaged places and
replanted the desolate land. 1,
GOD, have spoken and will act. (37)
Thus said the Sovereign GOD:
Moreover, in this I will respond to
the House of Israel and act for their
sake: I will multiply their people
like sheep. (38) As Jerusalem is filled

with sacrificial sheep during her
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festivals, so shall the ruined cities be

filled with flocks of people. And
they shall know that I am GOD.



