Miketz, December 28, 2024

Genesis 43:16-44:17

(16) When Joseph saw Benjamin
with them, he said to his house
steward, “Take those men into the
house; slaughter and prepare an
animal, for those men will dine
with me at noon.” (17) The man did
as Joseph said, and he brought the
men into Joseph’s house. (18) But
the men were frightened at being
brought into Joseph’s house. “It
must be,” they thought, “because of
the money replaced in our bags the
first time that we have been
brought inside, as a pretext to
attack us and seize us as slaves, with
our pack animals.” (19) So they
went up to Joseph’s house steward
and spoke to him at the entrance of
the house. (20) “If you please, my
lord,” they said, “we came down

once before to procure food. (21)
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But when we arrived at the night
encampment and opened our bags,
there was each one’s money in the
mouth of his bag, our money in
full. So we have brought it back
with us. (22) And we have brought
down with us other money to
procure food. We do not know who
put the money in our bags.” (23) He
replied, “All is well with you; do
not be afraid. Your God, the God
of your father’s [house], must have
put treasure in your bags for you. I
got your payment.” And he brought
out Simeon to them. (24) Then the
steward brought the men into
Joseph’s house; he gave them water
to bathe their feet, and he provided
feed for their asses. (25) They laid
out their gifts to await Joseph's
arrival at noon, for they had heard
that they were to dine there. (26)
When Joseph came home, they
presented to him the gifts that they
had brought with them into the

house, bowing low before him to
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the ground. (27) He greeted them,
and he said, “How is your aged
father of whom you spoke? Is he
still in good health?” (28) They
replied, “It is well with your servant
our father; he is still in good
health.” And they bowed and made
obeisance. (29) Looking about, he
saw his brother Benjamin, his
mother’s son, and asked, “Is this
your youngest brother of whom
you spoke to me?” And he went on,
“May God be gracious to you, my
boy.” (30) With that, Joseph hurried
out, for he was overcome with
feeling toward his brother and was
on the verge of tears; he went into a
room and wept there. (31) Then he
washed his face, reappeared, and—
now in control of himself—gave
the order, “Serve the meal.” (32)
They served him by himself, and
them by themselves, and the
Egyptians who ate with him by
themselves; for the Egyptians could

not dine with the Hebrews, since
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that would be abhorrent to the
Egyptians. (33) As they were seated
by his direction, from the oldest in
the order of his seniority to the
youngest in the order of his youth,
the men looked at one another in
astonishment. (34) Portions were
served them from his table; but
Benjamin’s portion was several
times that of anyone else. And they
drank their fill with him. (1) Then
he instructed his house steward as
follows, “Fill the men’s bags with
food, as much as they can carry,
and put each one’s money in the
mouth of his bag. (2) Put my silver
goblet in the mouth of the bag of
the youngest one, together with his
money for the rations.” And he did
as Joseph told him. (3) With the
first light of morning, the men were
sent off with their pack animals. (4)
They had just left the city and had
not gone far, when Joseph said to
his house steward, “Up, go after

those men! And when you overtake
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them, say to them, “Why did you
repay good with evil? (5) It is the
very one from which my master
drinks and which he uses for
divination. It was a wicked thing
for you to do!”” (6) He overtook
them and spoke those words to
them. (7) And they said to him,
“Why does my lord say such
things? Far be it from your servants
to do anything of the kind! (8) Here
we brought back to you from the
land of Canaan the money that we
found in the mouths of our bags.
How then could we have stolen any
silver or gold from your master’s
house! (9) Whichever of your
servants it is found with shall die;
the rest of us, moreover, shall
become slaves to my lord.” (10) He
replied, “Although what you are
proposing is right, only the one
with whom it is found shall be my
slave; but the rest of you shall go
free.” (11) So each one hastened to

lower his bag to the ground, and
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each one opened his bag. (12) He
searched, beginning with the oldest
and ending with the youngest; and
the goblet turned up in Benjamin’s
bag. (13) At this they rent their
clothes. Each reloaded his pack
animal, and they returned to the
city. (14) When Judah and his
brothers reentered the house of
Joseph, who was still there, they
threw themselves on the ground
before him. (15) Joseph said to
them, “What is this deed that you
have done? Do you not know that a
man like me practices divination?”
(16) Judah replied, “What can we
say to my lord? How can we plead,
how can we prove our innocence?
God has uncovered the crime of
your servants. Here we are, then,
slaves of my lord, the rest of us as
much as he in whose possession the
goblet was found.” (17) But he
replied, “Far be it from me to act
thus! Only the one in whose

possession the goblet was found
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shall be my slave; the rest of you go

back in peace to your father.”

Numbers 7:24-29

(24) On the third day, it was the
chieftain of the Zebulunites, Eliab
son of Helon. (25) His offering: one
silver bowl weighing 130 shekels
and one silver basin of 70 shekels
by the sanctuary weight, both filled
with choice flour with oil mixed in,
for a meal offering; (26) one gold
ladle of 10 shekels, filled with
incense; (27) one bull of the herd,
one ram, and one lamb in its first
year, for a burnt offering; (28) one
goat for a sin offering; (29) and for
his sacrifice of well-being: two
oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and
five yearling lambs. That was the

offering of Eliab son of Helon.
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