Eikev, Torah, August 24, 2024

Deuteronomy 9:4-10:11

(4) And when your God M has
thrust them from your path, say
not to yourselves, “Mi has enabled
us to possess this land because of
our virtues’; it is rather because of
the wickedness of those nations that
M is dispossessing them before
you. (5) It is not because of your
virtues and your rectitude that you
will be able to possess their country;
but it is because of their wickedness
that your God M is dispossessing
those nations before you, and in
order to fulfill the oath that mm
made to your fathers Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. (6) Know, then,
that it is not for any virtue of yours
that your God M is giving you
this good land to possess; for you
are a stiffnecked people. (7)

Remember, never forget, how you
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provoked your God M to anger in
the wilderness: from the day that
you left the land of Egypt until you
reached this place, you have
continued defiant toward (8) .77
At Horeb you so provoked mi that
M was angry enough with you to
have destroyed you. (9) I had
ascended the mountain to receive
the tablets of stone, the Tablets of
the Covenant that M7 had made
with you, and I stayed on the
mountain forty days and forty
nights, eating no bread and
drinking no water. (10) And M7
gave me the two tablets of stone
inscribed by the finger of God, with
the exact words that M had
addressed to you on the mountain
out of the fire on the day of the
Assembly. (11) At the end of those
forty days and forty nights, mm
gave me the two tablets of stone,
the Tablets of the Covenant. (12)
And M said to me, “Hurry, go

down from here at once, for the
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people whom you brought out of
Egypt have acted wickedly; they
have been quick to stray from the
path that I enjoined upon them;
they have made themselves a
molten image.” (13) M further
said to me, “I see that this is a
stiffnecked people. (14) Let Me
alone and I will destroy them and
blot out their name from under
heaven, and I will make you a
nation far more numerous than
they.” (15) I started down the
mountain, a mountain ablaze with
fire, the two Tablets of the
Covenant in my two hands. (16) I
saw how you had sinned against
your God M: you had made
yourselves a molten calf; you had
been quick to stray from the path
that M had enjoined upon you.
(17) Thereupon I gripped the two
tablets and flung them away with

both my hands, smashing them

before your eyes. (18) I threw myself

down before M —eating no bread
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and drinking no water forty days
and forty nights, as before—
because of the great wrong you had
committed, doing what displeased
and vexed (19) .M For I was in
dread of the fierce anger against you
which moved M7 to wipe you out.
And that time, too, M7 gave heed
to me.— (20) Moreover, M7’ was
angry enough with Aaron to have
destroyed him; so I also interceded
for Aaron at that time.— (21) As for
that sinful thing you had made, the
calf, I took it and put it to the fire;
I broke it to bits and ground it
thoroughly until it was fine as dust,
and I threw its dust into the brook
that comes down from the
mountain. (22) Again you provoked
M at Taberah, and at Massah, and
at Kibroth-hattaavah. (23) And
when M sent you on from
Kadesh-barnea, saying, “Go up and
take possession of the land that I
am giving you,” you flouted the

command of your God M —
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whom you did not put your trust in
nor obey. (24) As long as I have
known you, you have been defiant
toward (25) .M When I lay
prostrate before M7 those forty
days and forty nights, because M
was determined to destroy you, (26)
[ prayed to M and said, “O Lord
M, do not annihilate Your very
own people, whom You redeemed
in Your majesty and whom You
freed from Egypt with a mighty
hand. (27) Give thought to Your
servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and pay no heed to the
stubbornness of this people, its
wickedness, and its sinfulness. (28)
Else the country from which You
freed us will say, ‘It was because
M was powerless to bring them
into the land promised to them,
and because of having rejected
them, that [their god] brought
them out to have them die in the
wilderness.” (29) Yet they are Your

very own people, whom You freed
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with Your great might and Your
outstretched arm.” (1) Thereupon
M said to me, “Carve out two
tablets of stone like the first, and
come up to Me on the mountain;
and make an ark of wood. (2) I will
inscribe on the tablets the
commandments that were on the
first tablets that you smashed, and
you shall deposit them in the ark.”
(3) I made an ark of acacia wood
and carved out two tablets of stone
like the first; I took the two tablets
with me and went up the
mountain. (4) After inscribing on
the tablets the same text as on the
first—the Ten Commandments
that M addressed to you on the
mountain out of the fire on the day
of the Assembly— M gave them
to me. (5) Then I left and went
down from the mountain, and I
deposited the tablets in the ark that
[ had made, where they still are, as
71 had commanded me. (6) From

Beeroth-bene-jaakan the Israelites
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marched to Moserah. Aaron died
there and was buried there; and his
son Eleazar became priest in his
stead. (7) From there they marched
to Gudgod, and from Gudgod to
Jotbath, a region of running
brooks. (8) At that time M7 set
apart the tribe of Levi to carry the
Ark of mi”’s Covenant, to stand in
attendance upon M, and to bless
in God’s name, as is still the case.
(9) That is why Levi has received no
hereditary portion along with its
kin: M is its portion, as your God
M spoke concerning it. (10) I had
stayed on the mountain, as I did
the first time, forty days and forty
nights; and M7 heeded me once
again: M7 agreed not to destroy
you. (11) And M said to me, “Up,
resume the march at the head of the
people, that they may go in and
possess the land that I swore to

their fathers to give them.”
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