Vayera, Torah, November 4, 2023

Genesis 19:1-20:18

(1) The two messengers arrived in Sodom in the evening,
as Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw
them, he rose to greet them and, bowing low with his
face to the ground, (2) he said, “Please, my lords, turn
aside to your servant’s house to spend the night, and
bathe your feet; then you may be on your way early.”
But they said, “No, we will spend the night in the
square.” (3) But he urged them strongly, so they turned
his way and entered his house. He prepared a feast for
them and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. (4)
They had not yet lain down, when the town council
[and] the militia of Sodom —insignificant and
influential alike, the whole assembly without exception
—gathered about the house. (5) And they shouted to Lot
and said to him, “Where are the ones who came to you
tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may be intimate
with them.” (6) So Lot went out to them to the entrance,
shut the door behind him, (7) and said, “I beg you, my
friends, do not commit such a wrong. (8) Look, I have
two daughters who have not known a man. Let me
bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you
please; but do not do anything to the others, since they
have come under the shelter of my roof.” (9) But they
said, “Stand back! The fellow,” they said, “came here as
an alien, and already he acts the ruler! Now we will deal
worse with you than with them.” And they pressed hard
against that householder —against Lot—and moved
forward to break the door. (10) But the agents stretched
out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with
them, and shut the door. (11) And the people who were
at the entrance of the house, low and high alike, they
struck with blinding light, so that they were helpless to
find the entrance. (12) Then the agents said to Lot,

“Whom else have you here? Sons-in-law, your sons and
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daughters, or anyone else that you have in the city—
bring them out of the place. (13) For we are about to
destroy this place; because the outcry against them
before M has become so great that M has sent us to
destroy it.” (14) So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-
in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, “Up,
get out of this place, for M7 is about to destroy the
city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law as one who jests.
(15) As dawn broke, the messengers urged Lot on,
saying, “Up, take your wife and your two remaining
daughters, lest you be swept away because of the
iniquity of the city.” (16) Still he delayed. So the agents
seized his hand, and the hands of his wife and his two
daughters—in Ma”’s mercy on him—and brought him
out and left him outside the city. (17) When they had
brought them outside, one said, “Flee for your life! Do
not look behind you, nor stop anywhere in the Plain;
flee to the hills, lest you be swept away.” (18) But Lot
said to them, “Oh no, my lord! (19) You have been so
gracious to your servant, and have already shown me so
much kindness in order to save my life; but I cannot flee
to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. (20)
Look, that town there is near enough to flee to; it is such
a little place! Let me flee there—it is such a little place—
and let my life be saved.” (21) He replied, “Very well, I
will grant you this favor too, and I will not annihilate
the town of which you have spoken. (22) Hurry, flee
there, for I cannot do anything until you arrive there.”
Hence the town came to be called Zoar. (23) As the sun
rose upon the earth and Lot entered Zoar, (24) M
rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah sulfurous fire from
M out of heaven— (25) annihilating those cities and
the entire Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities and
the vegetation of the ground. (26) Lot’s wife looked back,
and she thereupon turned into a pillar of salt. (27) Next
morning, Abraham hurried to the place where he had
stood before (28) ,Mi and, looking down toward Sodom
and Gomorrah and all the land of the Plain, he saw the
smoke of the land rising like the smoke of a kiln. (29)
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Thus it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the
Plain and annihilated the cities where Lot dwelt, God
was mindful of Abraham and removed Lot from the
midst of the upheaval. (30) Lot went up from Zoar and
settled in the hill country with his two daughters, for he
was afraid to dwell in Zoar; and he and his two
daughters lived in a cave. (31) And the older one said to
the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man
on earth to consort with us in the way of all the world.
(32) Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us
lie with him, that we may maintain life through our
father.” (33) That night they made their father drink
wine, and the older one went in and lay with her father;
he did not know when she lay down or when she rose.
(34) The next day the older one said to the younger,
“See, I lay with Father last night; let us make him drink
wine tonight also, and you go and lie with him, that we
may maintain life through our father.” (35) That night
also they made their father drink wine, and the younger
one went and lay with him; he did not know when she
lay down or when she rose. (36) Thus the two daughters
of Lot became pregnant by their father. (37) The older
one bore a son and named him Moab; he is the father of
the Moabites of today. (38) And the younger also bore a
son, and she called him Ben-ammi; he is the father of
the Ammonites of today. (1) Abraham journeyed from
there to the region of the Negeb and settled between
Kadesh and Shur. While he was sojourning in Gerar, (2)
Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” So
King Abimelech of Gerar had Sarah brought to him. (3)
But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and
said to him, “You are to die because of the woman that
you have taken, for she is a married woman.” (4) Now
Abimelech had not approached her. He said, “O lord,
will You slay people even though innocent? (5) He
himself said to me, ‘She is my sister’! And she also said,
‘He is my brother.” When I did this, my heart was
blameless and my hands were clean.” (6) And God said

to him in the dream, “I knew that you did this with a
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blameless heart, and so I kept you from sinning against
Me. That was why I did not let you touch her. (7)
Therefore, restore the man’s wife—since he is a prophet,
he will intercede for you—to save your life. If you fail to
restore her, know that you shall die, you and all that are
yours.” (8) Early next morning, Abimelech called his
servants and told them all that had happened; and they
were greatly frightened. (9) Then Abimelech summoned
Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us?
What wrong have I done that you should bring so great
a guilt upon me and my kingdom? You have done to me
things that ought not to be done. (10) What, then,”
Abimelech demanded of Abraham, “was your purpose in
doing this thing?” (11) “I thought,” said Abraham,
“surely there is no fear of God in this place, and they
will kill me because of my wife. (12) And besides, she is
in truth my sister, my father’s daughter though not my
mother’s; and she became my wife. (13) So when God
made me wander from my father’s house, I said to her,
‘Let this be the kindness that you shall do me: whatever
place we come to, say there of me: He is my brother.””
(14) Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and male and
female slaves, and gave them to Abraham; and he
restored his wife Sarah to him. (15) And Abimelech said,
“Here, my land is before you; settle wherever you
please.” (16) And to Sarah he said, “I herewith give your
brother a thousand pieces of silver; this will serve you as
vindication before all who are with you, and you are
cleared before everyone.” (17) Abraham then prayed to
God, and God healed Abimelech and his wife and his
slave girls, so that they bore children; (18) for M had
closed fast every womb of the household of Abimelech
because of Sarah, the wife of Abraham.

W TTOM AL A7 WK1 AN wan Y Nk
TR ARY Ri2) WK DIPRTYR 08 7Y yn
BT 7R3 XY TN AR (7) X NN

(9) IRYR MY DY 10 29 07937 1 Nhoy
1Y TPV 203 707 ¥ M T3 MR
I TORY 992 A7X NN NI MY MWD v
:NTRN 92 XY AKX WK 927 Y MO2 TR
DiIPR RS DIORTTIN DR YR ()
YR (M) ST PRARKY NYRNN) T2 NI
MW TV T2 R DOYOR TR M T8y
(0} ;077728 NYX


janet
Highlight


