Lech Lecha, Torah, October 28, 2023

Genesis 14:1-15:21

(1) Now, when King Amraphel of Shinar, King Arioch of
Ellasar, King Chedorlaomer of Elam, and King Tidal of
Goiim (2) made war on King Bera of Sodom, King
Birsha of Gomorrah, King Shinab of Admah, King
Shemeber of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is
Zoar, (3) all the latter joined forces at the Valley of
Siddim, now the Dead Sea. (4) Twelve years they served
Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.
(5) In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings
who were with him came and defeated the Rephaim at
Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim at Ham, the Emim at
Shaveh-kiriathaim, (6) and the Horites in their hill
country of Seir as far as El-paran, which is by the
wilderness. (7) On their way back they came to En-
mishpat, which is Kadesh, and subdued all the territory
of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in
Hazazon-tamar. (8) Then the king of Sodom, the king of
Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim,
and the king of Bela, which is Zoar, went forth and
engaged them in battle in the Valley of Siddim: (9) King
Chedorlaomer of Elam, King Tidal of Goiim, King
Amraphel of Shinar, and King Arioch of Ellasar—four
kings against those five. (10) Now the Valley of Siddim
was dotted with bitumen pits; and the kings of Sodom
and Gomorrah, in their flight, threw themselves into
them, while the rest escaped to the hill country. (11)
[The invaders] seized all the wealth of Sodom and
Gomorrah and all their provisions, and went their way.
(12) They also took Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, and
his possessions, and departed; for he had settled in
Sodom. (13) A fugitive brought the news to Abram the
Hebrew, who was dwelling at the terebinths of Mamre
the Amorite, kinsman of Eshkol and Aner, these being
Abram’s allies. (14) When Abram heard that his
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kinsman’s [household] had been taken captive, he
mustered his retainers, born into his household,
numbering three hundred and eighteen, and went in
pursuit as far as Dan. (15) At night, he and his servants
deployed against them and defeated them; and he
pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of
Damascus. (16) He brought back all the possessions; he
also brought back his kinsman Lot and his possessions,
and the women and the rest of the people. (17) When he
returned from defeating Chedorlaomer and the kings
with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in
the Valley of Shaveh, which is the Valley of the King.
(18) And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread
and wine; he was a priest of God Most High. (19) He
blessed him, saying,“Blessed be Abram of God Most
High,Creator of heaven and earth. (20) And blessed be
God Most High,Who has delivered your foes into your
hand.” And [Abram] gave him a tenth of everything. (21)
Then the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the
persons, and take the possessions for yourself.” (22) But
Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I swear to M, God
Most High, Creator of heaven and earth: (23) I will not
take so much as a thread or a sandal strap of what is
yours; you shall not say, ‘It is I who made Abram rich.’
(24) For me, nothing but what my servants have used
up; as for the share of the parties who went with me—
Aner, Eshkol, and Mamre—Ilet them take their share.”
(1) Some time later, the word of 7177° came to Abram in a
vision: “Fear not, Abram,I am a shield to you;Your
reward shall be very great.” (2) But Abram said, “O lord
M, what can You give me, seeing that I shall die
childless, and the one in charge of my household is
Dammesek Eliezer!” (3) Abram said further, “Since You
have granted me no offspring, my steward will be my
heir.” (4) The word of M came to him in reply, “That
one shall not be your heir; none but your very own issue
shall be your heir.” (5) [Then in the vision, God] took
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count

the stars, if you are able to count them”—continuing,

o W7 W rox viv R by W7D Ny
NX7p? BTO™T2R RN (M :DYTNK) DYDY
WX DIRTNK) MIFITRNY DI 12 0N
PTE™272Y (M) 11907 PRy X7 MY PRYTOX NN
(@) 07y 987 195 WM 1) 2y X3 07 19
DY AP 1TV PX7 D12R T2 RN M)
T2 T IR 1FY 7N TN ) W)
DN D072 TN (%) 99n gy
DI2X MR (23) 7R WM WRET 7

TP 1Py X MTTOR T NI D70 T9RTOK
IPR-ON) PViTi T binnaR (o) (7N DnY
IDIRK°NN MW "I VRN KDY TR
DUIRT PP W 79K WK P93 (1)
DR MR 07 XY D3WR Y DX 297 WY
MPTI2T M APRT 27277 | MR () {0}

13 P21 DI2K NTDOR IBKY AR DKOK
M TR 22X M () (TR 7277 TR0 17
NI IR PYRTII P 210 28R YipnTan
Y} ARD3 XP 7917 DI MR ) WK PYRT
POR M2 AIM () ODR WP 2712 A3
RIT YRR R W DRD AL U KD 16KY
R17027 R ARINT Nk RE () Y

NN apR 150Y P2ImaR 2722197 NHOY AT
f? 72Wm M2 18m 0 WN M a3
XY PARTIT WK M IR PHR MR @) (ApTY
MR (M :ANYY? DRI PIRTDK 7 NN DT
PHOR MR () TTIWTR D YIR N2 MO
WIwR PR DWRwn ) nWhYn A Y anp
TA2 BOR N2 APR2°NK RN ¢ 121 M
102 X7 9HYTNK) WYY NXIPH TN2UAN 10
() 12028 DR 2PN PRIV VYT T ()

e

MM DINTIY 703 ARTIM KI2T WpWa oM



“So shall your offspring be.” (6) And he put his trust in
M, who reckoned it to his merit. (7) Then [God] said
to him, “I am M who brought you out from Ur of the
Chaldeans to assign this land to you as a possession.” (8)
And he said, “O lord M, how shall I know that I am to
possess it?” (9) Came the reply, “Bring Me a three-year-
old heifer, a three-year-old she-goat, a three-year-old
ram, a turtledove, and a young bird.” (10) He brought all
these and cut them in two, placing each half opposite
the other; but he did not cut up the bird. (11) Birds of
prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove
them away. (12) As the sun was about to set, a deep sleep
fell upon Abram, and a great dark dread descended
upon him. (13) And [God] said to Abram, “Know well
that your offspring shall be strangers in a land not theirs,
and they shall be enslaved and oppressed four hundred
years; (14) but I will execute judgment on the nation
they shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with
great wealth. (15) As for you,You shall go to your
ancestors in peace;You shall be buried at a ripe old age.
(16) And they shall return here in the fourth generation,
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” (17)
When the sun set and it was very dark, there appeared a
smoking oven, and a flaming torch which passed
between those pieces. (18) On that day M made a
covenant with Abram: “To your offspring I assign this
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates— (19) the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the
Kadmonites, (20) the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Rephaim, (21) the Amorites, the Canaanites, the

Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”
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