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[Psalm 22] For the victor at the time of the deepest night
2 A psalm of David.
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My God, my God,
why have You abandoned me;
why so far from delivering me
and from my anguished roaring?
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My God,
I cry by day—You answer not;
by night, and have no respite.
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But You are the Holy One,
enthroned,
the Praise of Israel.™
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In You our fathers trusted;
they trusted, and You rescued them.
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To You they cried out
and they escaped;
in You they trusted
and were not disappointed.
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[Esther Chapter 2] In the fortress Shushan lived a Jew by the name of Mordecai, son of Jair son of Shimei son of Kish, a
Benjaminite.

1293 7R TRITA12I PN WK TR MI2) 0¥ AN WK M2AT0Y DTN N9a WY
had been exiled from Jerusalem in the group that was carried into exile along with King Jeconiah of Judah, which had
been driven into exile by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.
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He was foster father to Hadassah—that is, Esther—his uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor mother. The
maiden was shapely and beautiful; and when her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her as his own daughter.

[Esther Chapter 4] When Mordecai was told what Esther had said,
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Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do not imagine that you, of all the Jews, will escape with your life by
being in the king’s palace.
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On the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another quarter, while
you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows, perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such
a crisis.”
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Then Esther sent back this answer to Mordecai:
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“Go, assemble all the Jews who live in Shushan, and fast in my behalf; do not eat or drink for three days, night
or day. I and my maidens will observe the same fast. Then I shall go to the king, though it is contrary to the law;

and if I am to perish, I shall perish!”



