You shall be Holy: “The Holy Land”
Maimonides (Rambam) Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim, Perek Hey
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Our Sages have said that the sins of anyone who dwells in Eretz Yisroel are
forgiven, as it says, “And the inhabitant shall not say, ‘I am sick’, the people who
dwell therein shall be forgiven for their iniquity” (Isaiah 33:24). Even if one were
to walk but four cubits in the Land, he merits The World To Come. The sins of
anyone buried in the Land are forgiven. It is as if his grave becomes an altar for
atonement, as it says, “and makes expiation for the land of His people > (Deut.
32:43) ...The greatest of the Sages would escort their dead to there. Learn from
Jacob our father and Joseph the Righteous.
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The greatest of our Sages would kiss the borders of Eretz Yisroel and its stones and

roll in its dust. And so it says, “As your servants desired her stones, and loved her
dust” (Psalms 102:15).

How do we understand the expression “The Holy Land.” Shabbat is Holy. People
can be Holy. Holidays are Holy. Food can be Holy. The Holy Temple was Holy.
How does the Rambam understand the holiness of the Land of Israel? How does
our experience of the State of Israel in its current historical context bring a
different kind of holiness that Rambam in the Middle Ages is speaking of?



