Bamidbar, Torah

Numbers 3:14-4:20

spoke to Moses in the M (14)
wilderness of Sinai, saying: (15)
Record the descendants of Levi by
ancestral house and by clan; record
every male among them from the
age of one month up. (16) So
Moses recorded them at the

as he was ,177° command of
bidden. (17) These were the sons of
Levi by name: Gershon, Kohath,
and Merari. (18) These were the
names of the sons of Gershon by
clan: Libni and Shimei. (19) The
sons of Kohath by clan: Amram
and Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. (20)
The sons of Merari by clan: Mahli
and Mushi. These were the clans of
the Levites within their ancestral
houses: (21) To Gershon belonged
the clan of the Libnites and the

clan of the Shimeites; those were
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the clans of the Gershonites. (22)
The recorded entries of all their
males from the age of one month
up, as recorded, came to 7,500. (23)
The clans of the Gershonites were
to camp behind the Tabernacle, to
the west. (24) The chieftain of the
ancestral house of the Gershonites
was Eliasaph son of Lael. (25) The
duties of the Gershonites in the
Tent of Meeting comprised: the
tabernacle, the tent, its covering,
and the screen for the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting; (26) the
hangings of the enclosure, the
screen for the entrance of the
enclosure which surrounds the
Tabernacle, the cords thereof, and
the altar—all the service connected
with these. (27) To Kohath
belonged the clan of the
Amramites, the clan of the
[zharites, the clan of the
Hebronites, and the clan of the

Uzzielites; those were the clans of

the Kohathites. (28) All the listed
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males from the age of one month
up came to 8,600, attending to the
duties of the sanctuary. (29) The
clans of the Kohathites were to
camp along the south side of the
Tabernacle. (30) The chieftain of
the ancestral house of the
Kohathite clans was Elizaphan son
of Uzziel. (31) Their duties
comprised: the ark, the table, the
lampstand, the altars, and the
sacred utensils that were used with
them, and the screen —all the
service connected with these. (32)
The head chieftain of the Levites
was Eleazar son of Aaron the priest,
in charge of those attending to the
duties of the sanctuary. (33) To
Merari belonged the clan of the
Mahlites and the clan of the
Mushites; those were the clans of
Merari. (34) The recorded entries of
all their males from the age of one
month up came to 6,200. (35) The
chieftain of the ancestral house of

the clans of Merari was Zuriel son
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of Abihail. They were to camp
along the north side of the
Tabernacle. (36) The assigned
duties of the Merarites comprised:
the planks of the Tabernacle, its
bars, posts, and sockets, and all its
furnishings—all the service
connected with these; (37) also the
posts around the enclosure and
their sockets, pegs, and cords. (38)
Those who were to camp before
the Tabernacle, in front—before
the Tent of Meeting, on the east—
were Moses and Aaron and his
sons, attending to the duties of the
sanctuary, as a duty on behalf of
the Israelites; and any outsider who
encroached was to be put to death.
(39) All the Levites who were

s command’ M7’ recorded, whom at
Moses and Aaron recorded by their
clans, all the males from the age of
one month up, came to 22,000.
said to Moses: Record mi ((40
every first-born male of the

Israelite people from the age of one
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month up, and make a list of their
names; (41) and take the Levites for
in place of every male ,m ,Me
first-born among the Israelite
people, and the cattle of the Levites
in place of every male first-born
among the cattle of the Israelites.
(42) So Moses recorded all the male
first-born among the Israelites, as
had commanded him. (43) All M
the first-born males as listed by
name, recorded from the age of
one month up, came to 22,273.
spoke to Moses, saying: M ((44
(45) Take the Levites in place of all
the male first-born among the
[sraelite people, and the cattle of
the Levites in place of their cattle;
,and the Levites shall be Mine

s. (46) And as the redemption’ M
price of the 273 Israelite male first-
born over and above the number of
the Levites, (47) take five shekels
per head—take this by the
sanctuary weight, twenty gerabs to
the shekel— (48) and give the
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money to Aaron and his sons as the
redemption price for those who are
in excess. (49) So Moses took the
redemption money from those over
and above the ones redeemed by
the Levites; (50) he took the money
from the male first-born of the
[sraelites, 1,365 sanctuary shekels.
(51) And Moses gave the
redemption money to Aaron and
M s bidding, as’mm his sons at
M (had commanded Moses. (1
spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:
(2) Take a [separate] census of the
Kohathites among the Levites, by
the clans of their ancestral house,
(3) from the age of thirty years up
to the age of fifty, all who are
subject to service, to perform tasks
for the Tent of Meeting. (4) This is
the responsibility of the Kohathites
in the Tent of Meeting: the most
sacred objects. (5) At the breaking
of camp, Aaron and his sons shall
go in and take down the screening

curtain and cover the Ark of the
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Pact with it. (6) They shall lay a
covering of dolphin skin over it
and spread a cloth of pure blue on
top; and they shall put its poles in
place. (7) Over the table of display
they shall spread a blue cloth; they
shall place upon it the bowls, the
ladles, the jars, and the libation
jugs; and the regular bread shall
rest upon it. (8) They shall spread
over these a crimson cloth which
they shall cover with a covering of
dolphin skin; and they shall put
the poles in place. (9) Then they
shall take a blue cloth and cover
the lampstand for lighting, with its
lamps, its tongs, and its fire pans,
as well as all the oil vessels that are
used in its service. (10) They shall
put it and all its furnishings into a
covering of dolphin skin, which
they shall then place on a carrying
frame. (11) Next they shall spread a
blue cloth over the altar of gold
and cover it with a covering of

dolphin skin; and they shall put its
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poles in place. (12) They shall take
all the service vessels with which
the service in the sanctuary is
performed, put them into a blue
cloth and cover them with a
covering of dolphin skin, which
they shall then place on a carrying
frame. (13) They shall remove the
ashes from the [copper] altar and
spread a purple cloth over it. (14)
Upon it they shall place all the
vessels that are used in its service:
the fire pans, the flesh hooks, the
scrapers, and the basins—all the
vessels of the altar—and over it
they shall spread a covering of
dolphin skin; and they shall put its
poles in place. (15) When Aaron
and his sons have finished covering
the sacred objects and all the
furnishings of the sacred objects at
the breaking of camp, only then
shall the Kohathites come and lift
them, so that they do not come in
contact with the sacred objects and

die. These things in the Tent of
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Meeting shall be the porterage of
the Kohathites. (16) Responsibility
shall rest with Eleazar son of Aaron
the priest for the lighting oil, the
aromatic incense, the regular meal
offering, and the anointing oil—
responsibility for the whole
Tabernacle and for everything
consecrated that is in it or in its
spoke to Moses M (vessels. (17
and Aaron, saying: (18) Do not let
the group of Kohathite clans be cut
off from the Levites. (19) Do this
with them, that they may live and
not die when they approach the
most sacred objects: let Aaron and
his sons go in and assign each of
them to his duties and to his
porterage. (20) But let not [the
Kohathites] go inside and witness
the dismantling of the sanctuary,

lest they die



