A Wooden Box

In retelling the story of the Golden Calf, Moses adds two details that was left out of the Exodus narrative.
The first detail is that he personally was commanded to carve the the two tablets. The second detail that
he is commanded to make a wooden Ark. What is the lesson that Moses is teaching the new generation

with the inclusion of these two details?
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2. The Ark that Moses created was one of two arks that were destined to stand in the Sanctuary

(Mishkan). After Moses’ descent from Sinai until the creation of the Mishkan, the simple wooden box
held both shards of the first tablets as well as the complete set. When the Mishkan was completed,

a primary, gold-covered Ark was created at God’s command to serve as the permanent home for the
second set of tablets. The wooden box remained as the lasting home of the shards of the shattered first
tablets. Housed in the Mishkan, this humble ark was removed periodically to accompany the nation in
battle (Rashi, Devarim 10:1)

3. Only one Ark stood in the sanctuary. This gold-covered ark housed both the shards of the shat-
tered first tablets as well as the complete set. Moses’ wooden box was meant to be temporary from the
outset. Once the Mishkan’s Ark was created, the wooden box was stored away for a respectful burial,

as are all sanctified items that have fallen into disuse. That Moses did not prepare a box in advance for
the first set of tablets reflects God’s omniscience that the tablets would be destroyed at the base of the
mountain (Ramban).

4, Another approach: God did not command Moses to create a separate wooden box at all. Only
one Ark was built at Sinai: The Ark fashioned by Betzalel as part of the construction of the Mishkan The
Ark was primarily built out of cedarwood and could rightfully referred to as a “wooden box.” The instruc-
tion to Moses to “Make for yourself a wooden Ark,” (Exodus 25:10) therefore, does not refer to a new
ark at all, but to the Betzalel’s Ark that stood in the Mishkan. God sets Moses’ mind at ease as if to say:
“My first commandment is associated with the fashioning of the Ark. Rest assured that the nation will
not be denied the Mishkan as a result of the sin.” (Ramban)



