The Tale of Plimo: Kiddushin 81a — 81b
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The Sage Plimo had the habit to say every day: “An arrow in the eye of Satan!”
mocking the temptations of the evil inclination. One day, it was the eve of Yom
Kippur, and Satan appeared to him as a beggar who came and called him to the
door, requesting alms. Plimo brought out bread to him. Satan said to him: “On a
day like today, everyone is inside eating, and shall I stand outside and eat?”” Plimu
brought him inside and gave him bread. He said to him: “On a day like today,
everyone is sitting at the table, and shall I sit by myself?” They brought him and
sat him at the table. He was sitting and had covered himself with boils and pus, and
he was doing repulsive things at the table. Plimo said to the beggar:
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“Sit properly and do not act in a revolting manner!” Satan then said to him: “Give
me a cup.” They gave him a cup. He coughed up his phlegm and spat it into the
cup. They berated him for acting this way, at which point Satan pretended to lay
down and die. They heard people around them saying: “Plimo killed a man! Plimu
killed a man!” Plimo fled and hid himself in the outhouse. Satan followed him and
fell before him. Upon seeing that Plimo was suffering, he revealed himself to him.
Satan said to him: “What is the reason that you spoke this way, provoking me by
saying: An arrow in the eye of Satan?”” He replied: “But what then should I say”
Satan said to him: “Let the Master, i.e., Plimo, say: “ May the Merciful One rebuke
the Satan” (Zechariah 3:2).



